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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 

FOR  1915 


THE  TEMPORARY  HOME  FOR  WORKING  WOMEN 


The  year  is  again  drawing  to  a  close  and  the  Directors,  of 
The  Temporary  Home  for  Working  Women,  take  pleasure  in 
reporting  a  successful  year.  For  comparison  of  numbers  one 
must  refer  to  the  report  of  1913,  as  last  year  the  ending  of  the 
fiscal  year  was  changed  from  December  first  to  November  first,  so 
that  the  1914  report  covered  only  eleven  months.  This  year  we 
return  to  our  full  year.  Eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  two 
women  have  been  admitted  to  the  Home  since  1878,  when  it  was 
incorporated.  During  the  year  of  1915  five  hundred  and  seven 
women  have  been  admitted,  five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty 
have  been  given  a  night’s  lodging  and  eighteen  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  seventy  meals  have  been  served. 

For  the  last  two  years  our  financial  situation  has  been  so 
satisfactory  the  Directors  have  felt  it  not  only  wise  but  their  duty 
to  evolve  some  plan  by  which  more  people  might  be  benefitted 
and  by  which  our  work  might  be  extended.  While  they  were 
not  anxious  to  incur  too  great  an  expenditure  or  enlarge  our  plant 
to  any  great  extent,  they  felt  that  the  rule  which  allowed  an 
inmate  to  remain  in  the  Home  for  only  one  month,  except  by 
special  permission,  might  in  some  way  be  modified  for  the  benefit 
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of  worthy  women.  After  consideration  it  was  decided  that  an 
experimental  plan  should  be  tried  of  hiring  a  room  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  into  which  a  deserving  woman  might  be  put,  pending  other 
plans  or  in  order  to  keep  her  employed  in  the  Home  on  the  same 
basis  as  the  inmates.  The  experiment  was  sufficiently  successful 
to  justify  the  hiring  of  a  second  room.  At  the  present  moment 
both  of  these  rooms  are  occupied  by  women  who  come  to  the 
Home  to  work  either  in  the  sewing-room  or  laundry,  in  exchange 
for  their  room  and  meals.  In  these  particular  cases  the  women 
are  especially  grateful  as  they  have  both  seen  better  days  and  had 
homes  of  their  own,  so  that  the  independence  and  quiet  of  a 
room  to  themselves  is  most  acceptable. 

The  character  of  the  inmates  has  improved  and  our  free 
Intelligence  Office  has  been  patronized  by  a  better  class  both  from 
the  point  of  view  of  employer  and  employee.  The  demand  for 
day  workers  is  large.  The  great  difficulty  in  that  department  is  to 
find  enough  good  active,  efficient  workers.  Our  superintendent 
can  place  anywhere  from  ten  to  fifteen  women  a  day  if  they  are 
efficient,  capable  and  reliable,  and  she  will  be  glad  of  applicants 
who  can  fill  these  reqirements.  The  laundry  has  had  a  profitable 
year  and  has  increased  the  revenue  of  the  Home  materially.  A 
new  laundry  stove  has  been  installed  and  we  feel  competent  to 
handle  family  laundry;  as  well  as  smaller  orders.  The  sewing- 
room  is  under  a  competent  head  and  excellent  work  is  being  done 
at  reasonable  prices.  Miss  Campbell  is  capable  of  cutting  and 
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making  attractive  and  inexpensive  dresses.  In  both  of  these 
departments  we  shall  be  glad  of  your  patronage. 

The  house  has  had  its  annual  thorough  repairing,  in  the  way 
of  painting  etc.,  the  facilities  for  work  have  been  increased  by  a 
new  gas  stove  in  the  kitchen,  a  new  ice-chest  and  the  house  has 
been  fitted  with  electricity,  which  greatly  adds  to  the  convenience 
and  safety. 

During  the  summer  there  was  an  extra  stress  of  work,  as  our 
superintendent,  Mrs.  Edson,  was  obliged  to  go  to  the  hospital  but 
fortunately  with  good  results,  so  that  she  is  back  again  at  her  work 
in  better  health  than  she  had  enjoyed  for  some  time.  During  her 
absence  the  matrons  did  their  best  to  keep  the  house  running  as 
usual  and  everything  went  smoothly,  the  matrons  proving  them¬ 
selves  capable  and  reliable. 

In  closing  we  desire  to  thank  our  many  friends  for  their 
donations  during  the  year  and  remind  them  that  by  their  help  and 
patronage  as  well  as  their  encouragement  they  are  helping  these 
women  to  help  themselves. 
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RESULTS 

Women  admitted  since  1878 .  18,202 

Women  admitted  in  1915 .  507 

Women  permanently  placed .  122 

Women  temporarily  placed .  14 

Women  sent  to  day’s  work .  996 

Women  sent  to  hospital .  12 

Number  of  lodgings .  5,954 

Number  of  meals  served .  18,970 
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NOTICE 


All  respectable  women  who  apply  are  admitted  into  the 
Home,  provided  they  are  able  to  work  in  pay  for  their  board 
and  lodging. 

Babies  under  two  years,  with  their  mothers  may  be  admitted 
for  a  few  days  only. 

Each  case  is  looked  into  by  the  Superintendent,  and  if 
possible,  a  suitable  situation  is  found  where  the  woman  may 
become  self-supporting. 

Women  unfit  for  work  are  sent  to  a  hospital  or  to  the 
Charitable  Institution  best  suited  to  their  needs. 

No  woman  may  stay  more  than  one  month  at  the  Home,  or 
be  received  again  until  six  months  shall  have  elapsed,  unless  by 
special  permission. 

The  Home  is  conducted  by  a  Superintendent  and  two  Assist¬ 
ants,  under  the  supervision  of  a  visitor  from  the  Board  of 
Managers. 

The  industries  of  the  Home  are  laundry  work,  sewing,  and 
the  care  of  the  house,  and  the  women  are  taught  to  do  better 
work  in  these  departments. 

The  Home  is  strictly  non-sectarian. 


REPORT  TEMPORARY  HOME  FOR  WORKING  WOMEN  —  OCTOBER  31,  1915 
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LIST  OF  CONTRIBUTIONS 


1914 

Dec.  10  Mrs.  H.  P.  Kidder .  $10.00 

Charlotte  M.  Fiske .  5.00 

Dec.  21  Dr.  F.  P.  Sprague .  5  00 

Mrs.  Lester  Leland .  25.00 

Mrs.  James  F.  Curtis .  5.00 

1915 

Jan.  21  Mrs.  David  P.  Kimball .  25.00 

Mrs.  Henry  A.  Grew .  10.00 

Jan.  25  Mary  L.  Blake .  5.00 

Mrs.  G.  G.  Lowell .  10.00 

Jan.  28  Mrs.  Harriet  Story  Foster .  10.00 

Feb.  6  Mrs.  J.  C.  Ropes .  10.00 

June  25  Ralph  B.  Williams .  10.00 


$130.00 
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GIFTS 


November 


December 


January 

February 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 


Mr.  Jas.  E.  Baker,  Lincoln;  1  barrel  apples. 

Mr.  A.  Shuman,  Boston;  1  barrel  apples. 

Mrs.  Simpson,  Flower  Mission;  1  bag  apples. 

Miss  Russel,  1  box  clothing. 

Miss  Pierce,  1  box  clothing. 

Boston  Needle  Guild. 

Mrs.  T.  S.  Lockwood,  111  Bay  State  Road;  2  underwaists, 
7  pair  hose,  4  flannel  undervests,  4  flannel  skirts,  4  flannel 
underskirts,  4  flannel  nightgowns. 

Mrs.  J.  Stuart  Murphy,  Women’s  Home  Companion,  1  year’s 
subscription. 

H.  I.  Whipple,  Ipswich;  1  box  apples. 

Mrs.  L.  P.  Cudworth,  Brookline;  2  dozen  oranges,  3  dozen 
tangerines,  2  packages  cluster  raisins,  3  boxes  Christmas 
candy. 

Mr.  Cleveland  Ballou,  3  dozen  oranges. 

Mrs.  Chas.  W.  Cooledge,  1  large  doll. 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Livermore,  books,  box. 

Miss  Roberts,  1  coat,  1  hat. 

Miss  Rogers,  Union  Church;  magazines. 

Mr  G.  E.  Manson,  tuning  “The  Home’’  piano. 

Mrs.  Isadore  Warshauer,  Brookline;  clothing. 

M  iss  Pierce,  1  box  clothing. 

Miss  A.  E.  Bardin,  84  Gainsborough  Street;  subscription 
“  Our  Dumb  Animals’’. 

Mrs.  George  R.  Shaw,  Concord,  Mass. ;  1  box  beets,  1  box 
beet  greens. 

1  box  romaine. 

Mrs.  Wm  Caleb  Loring,  Pride’s  Crossing;  1  box  vegetables. 

Miss  G.  E.  L.  Broadway,  Pepperell,  Mass.,  1  barrel  apples. 

Mrs.  J.  Stuart  Murphy,  1  basket  tomatoes. 

Mrs.  Frederic  M.  Crehore,  Ladies’  Home  Journal,  1  year. 
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FORM  OF  REQUEST 


I  bequeath  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Temporary  Home  for 
Working  Women,  a  corporation  under  the  laws  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of . 

Dollars,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  corporation. 
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